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The State of Malapportionment in the World
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Malapportionment violates one of the fundamental principles of
democratic government, namely, “one person, one vote.” |t also leads to
undesirable governance in several ways. Despite its importance,
relatively little research exists. We provide the most extensive dataset
of malapportionment currently available: data accumulated from 112
countries and 279 elections. This dataset compares the fol lowing measures
of malapportionment: (1) the Loosemore-Hanby index-based measure
provided in Samuels and Snyder (2001), called MAL: (2) the ratio of
largest-to-smal lest districts, or the max-min ratio (MaxMin); and (3)
a-divergence (a — 0), which employs the Kul Iback-Leibler divergence
often used in information geometry. We demonstrate several superior
properties of a-divergence over conventional measures (MAL and MaxMin).
Further, by wusing « -divergence, we decompose the components of
malapportionment into three stages: apportionment, districting, and
special districts such as those for overseas territory or minorities.
Based on this decomposability, we identify several covariates that
influence each stage of malapportionment by using beta regression
model ing.
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|f You Were to Be Reborn, Which Income Distribution Would Be
Desirable for You?: An Experimental Study about Effects of
the Veil of lgnorance
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